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The  Civil  Right  Act  Title  IV-B 
project  in  the  Section  of 
Transitional  Bilingual  Education, 
Illinois  Office  of  Education  seeks 
seeks  to: 

1.  Assist  local  school  districts 
in  the  implementation  of 
bilingual  education  programs 
which  are  in  conformance 
with  State  desegregation 
guidelines  through  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Equal  Educa¬ 
tional  Opportunity  Section 

of  the  Illinois  Office  of 
Education  and  other  involved 
agencies . 

2.  Sensitize  parents  and  com¬ 
munity  members  of  linguistic 
and  cultural  minorities  for 
effective  participation  in 
the  local  decision  making 
process  in  the  areas  of  de¬ 
segregation  and  bilingual 
education. 

3.  Develop  innovative  program 
models  for  children  of 
limited  English  language 
skills  which  meet  State  and 
Federal  regulations. 

4.  Provide  training  and  consul¬ 
tative  assistance  to  school 
districts  that  do  not  fall 
under  the  Illinois  bilingual 
education  mandate  but  that 
want  to  meet  the  special 
needs  of  children  of  limited 
English  language  skills. 

5.  Assist  school  districts  in 


developing  instruction  strat¬ 
egies  for  children  identified 
as  being  in  Level  IV  in  English 
fluency,  i.e.,  those  who  have 
no  apparent  difficulty  in  com¬ 
municating  in  English  but  dis¬ 
play  low  achievement  indicating 
some  language  or  cultural  inter¬ 
ference  with  learning. 

Provide  inservice  training  in 
intercultural  communication 
skills  to  school  personnel  in 
order  to  help  them  become  more 
effective  in  relating  to  the 
children  whose  cultural  back¬ 
ground  they  do  not  share.  (See 
the  following  description  of  a 
specific  crosscultural  commu¬ 
nication  workshop.) 

CROSSCULTURAL  COMMUNICATION 
WORKSHOP :  CULTURAL  SELF¬ 

INSIGHT  EXERCISE 

Communication  across  cultures  can 
be  an  extremely  rewarding  experi¬ 
ence,  but  it  can  also  be  a  painful 
frustration.  This  workshop  is  to 
help  appreciate,  rather  than  elim¬ 
inate,  the  cultural  differences 
which  are  manifested  in  the  process 
of  communicating.  The  workshop 
aims  to  help  participants  become 
more  aware  of  the  subtle  influences 
of  culture  which  may  cause  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  communication  pro¬ 
cess. 


This  workshop  is  designed  for 
persons  who  work  with  students, 
parents  and  community  persons 
whose  cultural  background  dif¬ 
fers  from  that  of  the  dominant 
Anglo-American  culture'.  It  is 
most  effective  for  participants 
who  speak  Englishaas  a  native 
language,  and  who  have  grown  up 
in  the  social  environment  of 
"middle  class  America." 

The  maximum  number  of  partici¬ 
pants  for  this  two-day  workshop 
is  fifteen  (15).  In  a  small 
group  setting,  the  participants 
will  view  a  series  of  video-taped 
dialogues  and  then  discuss  cul¬ 
tural  traits  which  they  identify 
as  possible  causes  of  interfer¬ 
ence  in  the  communication  process. 
Often  the  group  discussion  is 
extremely  revealing  and  stimulat¬ 
ing,  and  leads  to  a  new  awareness 
of  how  their  own  cultural  condi¬ 
tioning  affects  communication. 

SHOULD  YOU  BE  interested  in  the 
crosscultural  communication  work¬ 
shop,  or  any  of  the  other  Title 
IV-B  services,  please  contact 
Mr.  Ramon  Rodriguez,  the  Title 
IV-B  Project  Supervisor,  at 
312/793-3850,  or  address  letters 
to : 

Illinois  Office  of  Education 
Section  of  Transitional  Bilingual 
Education  Civil  Rights  Act  Title 
IV-B,  188  West  Randolph  Street, 
Chicago,  Illinois  60601 
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